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Figure 3.7    �Using a Scatterplot to Display a Positive Linear Relationship Between Role Overload and 
Burnout in Wendt’s (2013) Research
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research is an example of a linear relationship because the general pattern of data points flows from the lower 
left to the upper right (what is called a “positive” linear relationship, which we touched on quickly in Chapter 
1 and will discuss in detail in Chapter 12). Another example of a linear relationship would be the relationship 
between sleep quality and depression (Davidson, Babson, Bonn-Miller, Soutter, & Vannoy, 2013). You can see an 
example of this linear relationship in Figure 3.8. Here, the data points flow from the upper left corner to the 
lower right corner (what is called a “negative” linear relationship).

Linear relationship: relationship between two variables that is displayed with a straight line.

If one type of relationship is called linear, it will come as no surprise that another type of relationship 
between scale variables is called a nonlinear relationship. That is, the relationship is displayed by a curve 
rather than by a straight line. Let’s take an example that you are likely familiar with. Have you ever been so 


